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itorial
Constant change is here to stay

As the new editor, the first thing | would like to say
is that | hope you enjoy reading Dirigible and that if
you do then please tell a friend. On the other hand,
if it is not to your taste, then, before you throw it in
the bin, please tell me. A lot of people get this the
wrong way around and complain to their friends
and tell the editor that everything is fine. This does
not work. So please let me know if you are
dissatisfied. Then, perhaps, | can do something to
address your complaint - although this is not a
promise - | am well aware that | cannot please all of
the people all of the time. My aim is merely to make
every reader smile at least once with every issue.

However, | am not going to take any stick for
things that are lacking from people who don’t
send me anything to put in. Any publication is
only as good as the contributors make it, and, as
| note on page 35, | can’t put it in if you don’t
send it. This is not to say that | promise to put in
everything | am sent, but | will give serious
consideration to any material concerning the
history, and preservation of knowledge of airships
and dirigible balloons. Please note that the AHT is
not primarily concerned with
balloons, but obviously there is an overlap and
over time, all manner of lighter-than-air flying
machines will doubtless appear.

Which brings me to my last point, namely that the
LTA business is, from the public perspective, a very
confusing one. There seem to be two of everything
at every turn. From the Montgolfier Brothers, to
lifting gases, and the hangars at Cardington,
everywhere there is a nearly identical duplicate that
causes confusion for newcomers. Among the
airships themselves - R100, R33, ZRS4, and LZ129
each have a doppelganger — R101, R34, ZRS5 and
LZ130... So in an attempt to help sort some of this
out Dirigible will be
running, on occasion, a beginners guide entitled
"Spot the difference. "The first one is overleaf on
page 4. Don't’ forget to tell your friends if you enjoy
it.

| Aﬂ Giles Camplin, Editor
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