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Hello everyone.
Greetings from Myself, and the other Trustees and officers of AHT.
A Message from your Chairman
2021 Annual General Meeting – Chairman’s Report
Well, 2020 has certainly been memorable. There is not one person who has not been impacted by the
Corona Virus Pandemic. I don’t intend to dwell too much on what everyone knows, but I’d like to just raise
how it impacted the Trust in our activities.
2020 meant that our usual activities such as talks had to be immediately curtailed, however with the
advent of Zoom, we did have the ability to continue to do this, and I know Roger Allton was able to adapt
his delivery to fit the new media and gave some excellent talks to the Royal Aeronautical Society on the R
100 and the expertise of Barnes Wallis in time for the 90th Anniversary of the transatlantic voyage.
We discovered the new media could also help with reaching out to a larger audience, as we have been
working with the Bedford Creative Arts team who were looking to put a project together called Airship
Dreams, where they would celebrate in different art forms, the airships of Bedford. We were able to work
with them on the social history side and record a series of Airships Unboxing videos as members came
forward to share items from collections online and recollections and memories.
I’d like to thank Roger Allton, Dr Giles Camplin, Basil Abbott, Dr Nina Baker, David Dennington, Tony Francis
and Cheryl Ganz for participating. I found it a wonderful excuse to catch up with people and also meet
members I’d not met before.
If you haven’t seen them, please do look on our website, and if you want to participate, please do let me
know.

New Video Channel
With Covid locking everyone down, we had to look at new ways to “promote the study of airships and
present them to the public”. With that, and the inspirations from the unboxing videos, this lead to setting
up of a You Tube channel, and the creation of online videos. I was able to work with our very talented
graphic designer, Marshall Young, who gives the Trust some wonderful graphic images free of charge.
I turned his images into a series of videos which are popular and we now have some 2,100 subscribers, and
the “Welcome aboard the R 100” video has had over 300,000 views.
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Commemorative Covers
Thanks to Roger Allton’s initiative in creating four commemorative covers to commemorate the R-100/R
101 airship anniversaries which were occurring, we were approached by renowned postal cover producer,
Buckingham Covers, who saw what we were doing, and also saw there was an opportunity to help us.
They produced a wonderful R36 cover and are working on an R 38 cover for us, designed and produced at
no cost to us, but giving us 30% of each sale. If you haven’t purchased one, then please do, and I suspect
they will also look to produce more in the future as we have established a good relationship with them,
and a new audience with an interest in airships. We even had a new member join who found us through
Buckingham Covers.
Buckingham Covers R 36 and R 38 /ZR-2
Commemorative Covers now available

October 2020 – Great British Railway Journeys
With the summer of unlocking and then locking again, this led to the cancellation of plans to
commemorate the 90th anniversary of the loss of the R 101, however just before that in August, AHT
Trustee and resident railway expert, Paul Ross, was deemed the most suitable person, and most
photogenic, to help out with a media request which came in from the production company, who made the
Michael Portillo Series, ‘Great British Railway Journeys’. With a lot of running around before, for photos
and questions, and on the day, as these media companies tend to do, Paul, resplendent as a Brand
Ambassador in his AHT attire, was suitably matched against Michael Portello’s wardrobe. Recording in
Shed 2, he was interviewed with the Alan Morton AHT R 101 model which we had presented to the
Shortstown Primary School.
As always we would not have any idea how much would appear in the programme, if at all, and with a
flurry of follow up requests for pictures etc, we didn’t actually see the end result until 5th May this year
when it was transmitted. For those who didn’t catch it, please do; as Paul was certainly the star of the
episode and it’s excellent.
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AHT Trustee Paul Ross expertly describing the loss of the R. 101
I’d like to take this opportunity to also say a very big thank you very much to Paul as he is stepping down
from being a Trustee after 21 years on the board. Not only taking the helm as Chairman, but also working
extremely hard for the AHT over these last two decades, I would like to record a vote of thanks to him.

90th Anniversary of the loss of the R 101
The end of 2020 also saw the 90th anniversary of the loss of the R 101, all of our plans were being changed
and adapted each month as the summer went on. By the time of the anniversary, we were now down to
the Rule of Six, which meant that our plans were very restricted. We were however able to provide a
respectful small ceremony at the graveside in Cardington, and wreaths were laid on behalf of the RAF, the
families of the crew, the Trust and Cardington Parish Council. Again I’d like to thank Paul Ross for the
arrangements and constant changes he had to make to this commemoration.
For those who may not remember, the weather was simply atrocious on the day, however at the moment
of our commemoration, the sun came out and clouds cleared.

Finally,
I’d also like to personally thank the other members of the board of Trustees - Roger Allton, Martin Penn,
Brian Harrison, Giles Camplin for keeping production of Dirigible going, and Chris Angell for his work with
the banks, and co-opted members, John Baker and Nigel Hills who met regularly on Zoom, and continued
the work of the Trust in very challenging times.

Amazon Smile – Every order benefits charity, including the AHT.
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Did you know that Amazon offered a free cashback donation to selected charities? AmazonSmile is a
programme that donates 0.5% of your eligible purchases on Amazon to a charity of your choice. All you
need to do is start your shopping at smile.amazon.com. The donation will be made at no extra cost to you
and you can choose from nearly one million public charitable organisations.
Simply login to Amazon using the link : https://smile.amazon.co.uk/
You’ll then be able to link your account to a charity of your choice, by going to Your Account=> Shopping
Profile=> link Charity. You can select any charity from the list, and you can choose the AHT. The Trust will
receive the donations from Amazon on a quarterly basis.

The Higgins, Bedford. Airship Dreams: Defying Gravity
10 July–28 November 2021, Sir William Harpur Gallery –
Free Entry
10 July 2021-20 March 2022, Connections Gallery –
Free Entry
It’s been stop start stop start but we are finally getting there!
Opening on the 10th July is the eagerly awaited new exhibition.
Bedford Creative Arts, The Higgins Bedford, the Airship Heritage
Trust and artist Mike Stubbs, have joined forces to launch this
two-fold exhibition which celebrates Bedford’s airship heritage. It
brings together innovative digital contemporary art and exciting
new community sourced displays, presenting the pioneering
vision of airship development over the decades.
In the Sir William Harpur Gallery, Mike Stubbs’ contemporary new
media installation invites the viewer on a spectacular journey weaving material generated in Unreal games software, immersive audio composition, choir, archive film,
and interactive sculptural elements.
Alongside it in the Connections Gallery, and curated in partnership with the local community, visitors will
discover community treasures, oral histories, artefacts, screened digital materials, animation, graphic
design and young people’s responses to the themes.
Supported by National Lottery Heritage Fund, Arts Council England, Bedford College, Harpur Trust and
Airship Heritage Trust.

As you can see, the Trustees, Alastair and Paul particularly, have been promoting the AHT with some
success. We do hope that all members will try to enrol their family/neighbours/friends as members, ready
for the welcome return of ‘face to face’ meetings - RAA.

Emails received ref: Centenary anniversary of the loss of R 38/ZR 2. 24/08/1921.
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Email to Giles from Kelly Crissman who wrote (edited):
Dear Sir,
While walking in a local cemetery I noticed a gravestone indicating that the interred had died in the final flight of
R 38/ZR-2.
Upon finding your page:
https://www.airshipsonline.com/airships/r38/index.html
I notice the list of dead is missing a few names.

The memorial in Hull commemorates the death of the US Navy personnel.
The article even mentions the presence of US Navy personnel:
I humbly request that you update your list of those who died to include those from the US Navy.
Sincerely yours,
Kelly Crissman
Greensboro, North Carolina
Giles responded suitably.

Email from Jane Harvey http://britishairshippeople.org.uk wrote:
Hello all, - trust you are all healthy and happy.
Ahead of the R38 crash centenary coming up next month I thought I would share some of the research I
have been working on about the R38 memorial at Hull just in case you were not aware. I apologise if you
already have this information. The memorial was unveiled in April 1924.
As we all know the R38 memorial at Hull lists all the 44 US and British men lost in the crash. All but one of
the 16 US bodies were returned to the States (the 16th was buried in London). As regards the 28 British
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crew it transpires that only nine are buried beneath the Hull memorial (see the grave register attached
which lists their names). And having seen the memorial which is perched on a corner plot it certainly does
not look big enough to accommodate a greater number of bodies.
13 of the crew are buried in individual graves in their own towns. I have photos of ten of these graves (with
permission to show nine from the various people who took them) so I have put them on my website. Of
these five have official war grave headstones showing the RAF emblem and five are buried in family plots. I
have the locations of the other three graves but no photos as yet.
The 9 men buried at Hull and the 13 buried at other locations leave a remainder of 6 plots. I was unable to
find these but the mystery has been solved and it was a surprise to me as they are recorded as "Lost at
sea”. Please see the attached record taken from the grave register. The Hull memorial is therefore the only
place that carries a reference to them.
Some of the graves are looking a little worn now as of course they are almost 100 years old and I was
wondering if any members of the AHT around the country might consider tending them now and again?
Or approaching the RAF to maintain them? Finding relatives of the R38 victims has proven very difficult for
me so I wouldn't know who to contact to see if anyone is looking after them. I have also attached photos of
the nine graves I have found plus one I am waiting for permission to show.
Hope you find this interesting.
Kind regards,
Jane
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R38 Crew member

Photograph credit

1

C W Duffield National Physical Laboratory.

Dai Bevan.

2

J R Pannell National Physical Laboratory

Find A Grave ref Julia and Keld.

3

Flying Officer Victor Houghton Wicks

Find A Grave ref Peter H.

4

Flt Sgt William Hunter Greener

Find A Grave ref Lancashire Lass.

5

Flt Sgt Alfred Thomas Martin

Find A Grave ref Julia and Keld.
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6

ACI Charles William Penson

Find A Grave ref Military Historian.

7

AC2 Richard Withington

Ken Glover.

8

LAC George Stanley Anger

Find A Grave ref Marinka.

9

Flt Sgt S J Heath

Frank Martin.

Response from Paul Ross, who works closely with CWGC representatives regarding the R 101 memorial.
Dear Jane,
Many thanks indeed for your email.
It is interesting to see the number of crew members who have graves marked with CWGC (Commonwealth
War Graves Commission) headstones. The period after the Great War when casualties qualified for such a
headstone ended just one week later - on 31st August 1921. As far as I am aware, maintenance of these
graves and headstones remains the responsibility of the CWGC.
As for the other ‘private’ headstones, I very much doubt that the RAF will want to take any responsibility
for them as there has been a process over the past few years where graves that were previously under the
care of the MoD have been transferred to the CWGC. Where graves remain in the family (and I know from
personal experience that it’s often difficult to establish if any member of a dead person’s family is taking
any interest in the grave), one needs to tread carefully to avoid giving offence. Weeding of the grave area
would probably be acceptable but attempts to clean headstones and grave surrounds with the wrong
materials could result in damage.
Well done for your on-going research into the R38!
Kind regards,
Paul

Finally: Not about airships, but a vintage film about jet engines I have not seen before. I hope
that you enjoy it, and others historic films in this archive.
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/films/1945to1951/filmpage_twj.htm
www.youtube.com/watch?v=pU6Ki6iJ6qQ Gliding in the alps. Listen to the thermals which really
upset airships.
P. S: I am hoping to have an AHT promotional stall at the Steampunk Festival at Kelham Hall, nr, Newark on
the August bank holiday weekend. Perhaps a lecture as well! More later, and volunteers very welcome.
https://www.asylumsteampunk.co.uk/asylum-kelham-hall/

Please DO telephone me, or mail me if you want a chat or any information – always welcome.
Postal address: AHT C/o 1, Orchard Close, Radcliffe on Trent, Nottingham. NG12 2BN

