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Welcome to the latest edition, of our Newsletter…. 
 

 
 
 
Signs o’ the Times. 
 
As we mentioned in our last newsletter, Bedford Creative Arts team, whom we worked with 
on the “Airship Dreams” project,  have created four murals in the style of “Ghost Signs” will 
be appearing around Bedford and all depict historic and technical developments from 
Bedford’s past.   

They have now been completed and the third piece by artist, Keith Hopewell and the 
“Cardington” sign can be seen along on the side wall next to the old Empire cinema 
building, walking towards the town centre. 

This is conveniently sited close to the Higgins Museum in Bedford, and so if you are in the 
area or are taking a visit of the museum, do please go and see it. 

Donated R101 Photos 
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Thanks to Rob Stepney for donating a series of original photographs which were taken by 
his father of the R.101 on the mast, and in flight on 1st November 1929.  This was the third 
flight of the ship heading over Norfolk and the famous royal “Sandringham flight”. Rob’s 
father was a locum Excise Officer stationed near Bedford at the time, and was able to see 
the funeral at Cardington as well. Rob kindly donated 2.4x4.5in photos and a good 
condition crepe paper “memorial” keepsake to the AHT archive.  

 Often the personal photos, despite being small, show extra details, such as his father’s 
wonderful car in the bottom of the shot. Thank you, Rob!   

 

Rain Stopped Play 
By the time I write this, I had hoped to report on some spring cleaning activities. Despite a 
reasonably dry winter, the rain returned in nearly all of March and April, and the 
considerable bad and constant inclement weather has delayed the AHT’s volunteer force. 
Your President and Memorials Officer, Paul Ross and Chairman, Alastair Lawson’s various 
attempts at arranging dates for the cleaning of the R.101 Tomb have gone to pot.  As you 
know, the AHT has taken responsibility for maintaining the R.101 tomb at Cardington, along 
with paying for its maintenance.  We noticed that the paving around the base of the tomb 
was suffering from algae discolouration, and so have been waiting for a suitable clear run of 
“dry” weather to treat it.  Cleaning products have been purchased, brooms are at the ready, 
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and we’re just waiting, as they did in the 1920’s for the Met Office to give as a clear run of 
fine dry weather. 

 

Annual General Meeting 17th June 2023  

As you would have received in your last edition of Dirigible Magazine, our annual General 
Meeting is scheduled for 2:00pm on Saturday, 17th June.  As with previous years it’ll be held 
online using Teams, and you’ll need to register for joining by 2:00pm on Thursday 15th 
June. 

The agenda of the formal meeting in the last Dirigible along with a proxy form, has been set 
out and can also be viewed online on our website, along with copies of our latest reports 
and accounts.  If you cannot make the date then please submit your proxy voting form and 
return it to Roger. 

After the formal meeting, there will be a short break and then there will be a talk on the     
R 34 airship: First Double Crossing of the Atlantic. 

It’s good to Talk. 

The post pandemic years are starting to seem behind us now and people are interested in 
returning to their clubs and societies. This includes the need for talks.  2023 has seen the 
re-surgency of requests for “talks on airships” coming in via enquiries from the website.  
The Ipswich Transport Society hosted Alastair Lawson on 17th April with 40 members in 
attendance.  Raising funds for the AHT along with sales of books. Despite the audience 
being a technical group, the general feedback was very encouraging that they new lots of 
aviation subjects, but didn’t know the lighter than air side of things and were enthralled.  
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Our members often have talks already prepared, and so if you have one which you would 
like to offer to give to our own members then please let Alastair or Roger know and we can 
look to arranging either in person or online. 

Last Call… British Naval Airships – Brian Turpin 

As you would have seen in Dirigible and on our website, “British Naval Airships by Brian 
Turpin”  the definitive history of all airships designed for the Royal Naval Air Service 4 volume 
set Turpin is available for sale.   
 

Illustrated with over 1,200 photographs, some 230 original line drawings and 19 colour plates 
set in a 4 volumes hardback set. Published by the Airship Heritage Trust in collaboration with 
The Fleet Air Arm Museum 
 
The first edition print run was a limited first run of 50 edition sets, and since its release, the 
stocks are selling fast. Order yours now via the AHT website, or if you would like to reserve 
a set, then please contact Alastair Lawson email: alastairlawson1@gmail.com  or tel: 07900 
692 804. 
 

Leaves from my Logbook. By Capt. George Meager. AFC.                 
 (from The Airship quarterly. Starting Spring 1934. Some duplication of his book.) 

I do hope that most of our members have read this author’s descriptive book ‘MY AIRSHIP 
FLIGHTS 1915 – 1930.’ I notice my own purchase is dated 1st July 1971.                                                  
He was also a free balloonist, participating in the Gordon Bennett balloon races with his 
‘father-in-law to be’, Griffith Brewer, then Secretary of the Royal Aeronautical Society. 

Capt. Meager was 1st Officer on the R-100 airship, and he writes probably the most true 
description of what the R-100 was all about – warts and all. Another telling comment he 
made was when flying in the R 101, to ‘dip the nose’ at the RAF Hendon Display 1930 

Our late AHT member Ron Oughton’s father was at the elevator helm of the R 101, and 
Meager noticed that Oughton was sweating with the exertion of keeping up the nose of the 
airship in level flight. First Officer Meager immediately let go a ton of water ballast from the 
nose, and Oughton found his task considerably easier. When reporting to Captain Irwin, 
Meager was told that the ballast should have been saved for landing! 

Meager’s comment later: “I will only fly again in R 101 if ordered to – not otherwise.” 
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Many thanks to John Baker for the copies of ‘The Airship.’ 

Recently from RAF Hendon. Radio generator unit from R 100. (Any info welcome please) 

 

This does not look like it was driven by the AC car engine, to give the electricity for the 
cooking and heating.                (Cover removed in above photo – name plate on cover.) 

Please do telephone and arrange to visit us – even if you are on the way to somewhere, 
and can only stay a few minutes. 

0115 933 4795 or 07973223111 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/airshipblimpzeppelin/permalink/6348776931876799/  

Try this – wonderful photos from a zeppelin 

OFFICE ADDRESS IS: ST. JAMES BUSINESS PARK 
RADCLIFFE ON TRENT, NOTTINGHAM NG12 2JP 

Located off the A52 between Radcliffe and Bingham opposite to the Saxondale village 
turning, 12 miles from the A1 or 1.5 miles from Radcliffe Railway Station. 

Can you help…? Do you get time off from work as a charity initiative like member Andy 
Millington, if so the AHT needs you!  

Also – please do keep searching wherever you are, for ‘Airship’ related items. 

2023 should see exciting times for us all, so do ‘Stay safe’ everyone, 

Looking forward to meeting you all, and we can offer coffee too 

Cheers,                           


