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DIRCCTOR'S NRIL

Whaot a challenge and opportunity Richard Maon presentad to me when | wos asked 1o
dirgct "Salzing the Skies." | have eieated o wide varlsly of theatrionl productions for
Communlly Theatre end this curent exparience Sas neen secead o none,

The oost hove bean hkighly odoploble, rieing to the chollenges set to them throughod,
whi'st Blapping bock inta 1he e of tha lole 10204 infe 1950,

Mony quesfions and discussions foox place on how 1o prensant the ploy's choroclers,
Although o number depict reol people, the play kad 1o be a dramaliseion aad thio weiters'
creailon of lotional chorocters enhance this, The ploy hos all the elements o eliong stary
retulras; love, loss, futility, trogedy ond the enduring pewer of hope.

I would e to givo thonks to o greol erealve feam wha hove worked olongside meiin
bringing "Seizing the Skies® to vou, tho asdionag.

Wa hope that vou enjoy the production!

Jonny Curgon = Director,




TAC WRITCRS

A Droma Based on Real Events

It oo ecky this yoor when Oscor Alemon suggesied “het BDC should commemarate the
FA Asevemacy of the RG] Disoster. | knaw a lirtle of 1se sfory, | wos bors neor Hawden
whisrs e 100 hod been b 1, rey dod worked In the awcrall indusiry, ond | remamber him
feling me aboul the HI0| crasheng and thot being *he end of oimhips In Britoin

| bagon reading svarything | coud he officle! repart of the Enquiry; S Peler Mossllald's
delinifive book aboul the disosles, "To Bide tha Sc-=" ond mory others thanks fo Beaford
Librowims. | quichy understood ibat iese ware many sio-ed 1o be 1o'd - The competiion
betwsen 800 ard 307l suorols - tha drorra ol the pablic enquiry for enather - bai
salaid 1hat the stories we should %efl were the story ol e peoplo who Pew on her ond
ihe shory of thosa laft bahind.

¥hor it comes ta writing a play, you reed st-ong chooctes ord tha K101 story hos sana of
the mas* ineresting chorocte<s Fve ever come oorows - Lord Thomeon ond Prncess Bibesco,
Co'more and Scatt, Irvine and Arhenitora. The challenge was to iy and waderend them,
unde-siand why thay did what shey did and ge! thal oc-oes o on audierce o 14e shod t me
ovallobie. We did't need 1o invent a~ything; those camocton wora roal,

Thers weie cihar chorootes i the story thaugh, chossctens who don't oppear e in the
bools. The peop's laft behind. So, we i=troduced 1he wves ond the worren who bul kar, In
the play ‘hese woman have te resieseat the buadreds of peop's who wore offected by the
discrler.

And w5 we have "A drarma bosed on real even's”. s no* o documentory, bl we o
corlidert that the story we aie 1! ing beas wilneds fo te events 1hal hoppered and &
Ius 1o The people involved. Nothing o'se wou'd honowr the merraries of 1hose whe died.

I'm immwmaly groteful to Jenny, the cast ard orew lor beisging Setzing the Skies 1o | fa so
superbly. We ore o community theatre - fourded in 1929 the year that RID1 fisl lew - and
this project is on exomple of community treotre of #s besl - busy pacola W U T e
omounts of ima ‘o tell on impodant story which, for o B frogie ending, is o slary ol which
Bedford con be prowd,

Richosd Moon - co-writer ond produces and producs’,

THC WRITERS

| wos imspred to wrile o poy obour the 30! becauss | e lacally 10 the airship hanga=
and often pase the Shorts Building which made ma wonder obout tha rich kistary rooted
heve In Bedond,

The idea for o play tad been manifestieg lor neady os long o ['ve lived in Badfardubae
onrd, | hod olready beer wocking on a drolt when Richord Moon mertionad BDC was
leoking Yos nerwr plays and wos beyond plecsed that this story could be eonidared.

In erplonng the s.bject. | hoed gone dowa o lew diflerent robbit holes secching for o story
line., We dimalely decided o shct to o tnuthfs eccount of events ond inc'vde a ba'anced
cost of chorocters, inchuding the lodies in the lobila shop, selecied ovd developed by
Richard, os wall o real-i's | gures such os Marthe Bibesca.

Having previcwsy worsed wich Richad in the cost of ba edaptaion ol Mary Eheley's
Frankemtes’, | wos gra‘eld 1o collabarate with him ogain, kewe-agng his greater weting
suparience 1o shape this senfire orourd “Tue events ond share this Importonl plece of
natienal hslory with 1he wides commnity. Beyoad 1olling 1he slary, | see the R10Ts froge
fate as not i1 vain, o8 t confribuled 1o lessam i1 aviation solety that cont rue fo resorate
as tsdiy's engineens pasue nes general o of safer oimape

I'm doelighted that Jeney Curzon i difectirg ond it's boen wondertd to see the creative
teamword acrass BDC in briaging this project ta life for the 95th anniversary of the RICI
disaster in honor of ol Involved

Dacar Alersan - co-wriler o~d acicr
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Barry Thompson
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Richard Hart
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BLDT ANY

Bedford Droma Company produce modem drama, clamics. comedies and
musicals 1o the highest stondards, In addition 1o this, we che host o wede
selection of performonce bosed workshaps theoughout the pear,

All of our cosl, s, dirscion, i bulden, coslume desigran ond fronl of
housa team ore volunteers. Howser, we clwoy say thal ow aud snces ws
tha paying prolessionals; when you buy a ticket for our shows wa promise
not to disoppoint!

i yous are interested i becoming a BDC member, there ore several reasces
o gt kwolved You will be port of o successful community theotre
company. [here oee a variely of roles you con do. You mighl wish to fo
pardgerm, sl Here ore olso wops o belp boc butoge d-ﬂ:lgnfﬂg and b-ulH:'ng
sets, sowrelng costwees o props, os well as sloge managing. Members
wtan get benelits ek os discounted tickats for social ond workshop ovents

Join a1 membermejo.co.uk/bedforddramaca

THC CPMMITTEC

President Jenny Curzon
Vice Presidents  Richard Duncombe & Androw Sowell
Chalr  Liz Milchall

I

Vice-Chalr  Down Allen
Honorary Treosurer  Richard Moon
Honorary Secretary  Holly Allen
Markeling & Publicity  Samuel Burridge
Momborship Secretary  Annetle Moseley
Education Co-Ordinator Philly Martin-Moran-Bryant
Social Secretary  Monica Kulkarni

Technical Co-Ordinalor  Sarah Dowding
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We have o proud tradition of supporting charitable couses by donating
tickets for the opening night of eur productions, Those tickels are given o
tha charlty lor tham fo sell and raise money for their cause, This production
hed SUpporied;

Bedford Hospital Charity and Friends
Children's Cancer Services Appeal

Bedlord Hospital Charity ond Friends (BHCAF) ore warking with
Bedlordshire Hospllals NHS Foundation Trust to ra'se funds to refurbish two
dedicated concer core side rooms on Riverbank Ward ot South Wing,
Bedlond,

This will allow these palients to receive rapld specialist treatment to
combal infections wilhoul needing te travel to London or Combridge and
any othar care that might suddenly be required.

Eigh 4y '_'ﬂi"El
.-'I.- s %
Scan the QR code for more

information and to donate

towards the appeal.

If you are a local charity who would like 1o be supporded by o BDC
praduction please emall:

secretaryebedforddramacompany.org.uk




Alyson

Annetie hos p'ayed a vanety of leod o~d support ro o 17 o ror ge
of i'oge podsct ons including muscals, Shakespeorsan dramn,
ond elasic @ero*ure odoptolions, Retuning to Bodfod oter
mary yoars absood, Anrette discoversd BDC ond hos enjoped
performing rodw p'ays and In Jore Epe She khas appreciated
bringing the cho-octe- of Peggy 1o ‘le in this peoa setion and
Foped ta hone it the real women wha woroed of 24,

Alysea list skippad on sloge i o top'em role of the oge of 4,
Sho has wored with numergun companies ond looks bock with
greal fonc=ews on her lime oclng ord directing with Assel, the
BBC's amalew droratic socety, 1 londor fringe 1heates
Alyson oined BOC 1o p'ay Mrs Gardines in Prida and Pejudcs
[2022), which morked het relur lo omdrom affer o long
obsenge, Ths i hee lifth poducton with BDC having oppeaec
o the dootor in Hobsor's Cholca [2025) ond Mrs De Locey n
Mary She ley's Fronkens'e n |2073) olsc wr Hen by Richard Moon
She enjoyed directing The 5% Steps rodio play for 3DC of the
stant of the year,

Annette

Barry

Back in Febiuary, Barry oppeared o3 the
gecenine  cloireoyont, Madom Ascatbi, n
B s Blite Spirt,

He hos been evo'ved i~ thootro ocross the
reglon for severol decodes, ond hos
recenily bee lolo y engrossad In creclng

tha charocter el Llord  Christopher v
Thomaon, a ovolad ligure 0 fhe RION '
sartative, He i liading =ore slemants of /

ks gste compler chorocter so wery
chollanging. and a very d Fesent persan 1o
poitray than Madame Arcolil & challenge
he is relishing,’ ’
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Charlie

Crarlie plays Eddie, an energetic, deterri~ed and powonale
young man when it comes 1o 1he 801 He took Drome ol GCSE
ond really enjoyed I Sefzing The Skes sos given him The
opporfuni'y fo oot olorgaide his co'ege wtudes. Charlie nas
partcu arly enjayed leass g obout the lives peope lived in the
?50s oad the tension and oftention the ROl brough' to
Co~dngion where the comman iy corre fogether fo wrness such o
masepiece. He has enjoyed sesing the hard wort ond dedication
all the ciew put n, and seeing il ol come logether scena by
pcene. Thorle hos liked seeing ovoryone Folping evorpone wit
odvios which bos he'ped Aim os a rew octos,

E

Selrng tha skier will be Dovid's third outing
wily BDC, thowgh W fasd octng production
wos The Groat Siega of Bedlosd Costla whera
he played o guard David gave =a voice for
tha par of o nevwspaper soler in B2XXs Sodie
Play in o Coy be'ore getling e role of the
booirman in Shobespeare in Love. Al ol 1Rem

woera lhighly enjoyobe with greal peopls
irvalved in 1he ool ond craw.

This porfculor productens axpifed David
bocows of his infersd i ovation ospeciolly
wih o local connaction

David

Do jo'red BOC last yeor when he was cas! as
%o i= Shaokespoore in Love, o role that gawe
him tha charce ‘o oplore the bghter side of
the play He i now looling foreard %o ploy rg
Cop*oin Iswin. having already gol 1a know the

wonderful cont irvalved In tha produscton,

Dominic
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This is Ellie's first rola with BOC and ha hos ‘oved evary misute of
! Previowsy sha hos ‘oved ploying In snows be Wa Wi Roch
¥ou and Peler Pon. El'lo has porticulady esoped gatiing to
ey [he covt ond laorning more aboul 15e real lives bekad Tha
story of whol hoppened o tha 101,

Leah

Yilth o bockground i 4'm & fe'ovision, noving spend fhe losl few
years dedcoted o bow peesonal growth, Leoh hos recently storded
to reconnect with o chidwsod dieom ond 1romises o more o=
screen mo'es Lost yoor she froinod with Limiless Acodery of
Parlorming Arte, overcomng stoge figh?, ond hos since perforned
as The Arscuncer in Hircheock's 'The Lodger' ond hos done iole
ploy octing to ossst wil= froining police offices.

Loah wor celighted wses gthe vwas oflered the o's of Livy' ond s
axtremaly groteful fo BOGC for this opoortunity, As well os leoiming
oot the kistory of 1e R0 ond the loco bves thot wers
impoacted. she hos really enjoyied geting to irow her chorocter
ord b gpinks - portsderly so=e of the urconng similorities they
i !

sk bam bewn on ond oll 1he stoge snce
2012 in s last Produsiion with The Weotion
Country Ployers in Cindesslo, Josh come i=ls
the Badicsd scene in 20'S with ShowCe's
Witehes ol Eostwich ond Bue Stockngs n
2004 with BOC, since vea he hos besn i a
sange ol shows with vorious compores
pewleg  Siheter Acl. Nell Gwysn, The
Pooducens, Bonnle and Chde ond mere, Josh
is very oacited fo be bock with BDC playing
tae highly arrogont Mojor Scot, Lets Proas

Do’ wloge credts include Chorles Grondio in
Tupe' Woodhouse Playen), Pou in block comredy
W ked’, ond o soldier in 'The Tonk - Froy Ben'cs
Tneo're Project’ of Osford House, o Kabonal
Letery Heo-toge Funded Wi play bosed on redl
wverts [Alfo Jomes Produsiom)

E=owri for plaping o wide -onge of opes, Oscor
relarnn fo BOC wilk Solzing the Skies', co-writan
with Richord Moon and isspied by his loco' orea,
His 'os® BOC ro'e wos Percy Shellay in Mooa's Wary
Sha''ey's Fro=iemalein' in 2025 He's deigited 1o

.

Oscar

L-' -

Josh

r This Is Kate's secord ploy wirh BDC following Vintoge Hirchcoch: A

collaborate wily Richord Moon ogain ond lole on
wr o roles wity this fonfastic cost,

Redis Piay’ eorier 1his yoor, Sha groduoted hom the Undvenily of

We o sow Prlly in BDCs The Seorel

Kate

horhomplon with o BA Hons Actrng degree in 2024, during which
the oppeored In e Gwynn' ot the Royol ond Dengote in
Honhanpion, The Temosil’ of Apaiacips Poloce, Fringe Feslkal in
London ond a Shoesoeore schools ko, She has porlalen n evary
manico! ord perfemorce possible duning school inched rg os part
of o choir ond o8 0 tro'sed plonist ond conterr oorory doscer, Sha's
curerily lirding bev leal aller ber degres ond |8 immening Ferelf
= e Badford theare scoqe os sho retums bock Fom univa ity fo
t=2 toewn sho has bved in ber whols e, s or homoaw for Fer to
ploy a ro's in o wory oboul an roortonl plece ol Bedlord on
history, ond perlosm plangelde s alerfed peopls

Gorcen In which sha ployed Dv. Bres, An
octive momber ko over W0 yeom, Py s
‘el ed 1o be post of the Seuing the Skies
production, teling our locol history as part
ol infemational history, Having the chance
te pay |he histerkca! charocler of Princess
Mowiha Dibosco m omarling o8 ¥ & ponsible
e resaarch her We by reoding har octual
books ord lellers - sho wos o+ orarng
person af that ea.




Ploy rg Mool Athorstona, the first Officer on the
0L in o e horow Rehars hae long bees
loseinated with Abships and had on inforest -
tha trogedy t=ot befal this lcoric giont ol +e
skios, Ho hopes thal 1ie play 18 o worthy ' oy
of s slory and o Wibute to those who diod,
Rickard beleves that the guthors have done a

Myoh |3 o young perlosmer currenty fralning al “he Fouins
Cuirks Acodeny, waew sha 5 studyng Flm & 7%, Comady &
Drama, ond Mauscal Thea're She 5 also a menber of Brows
Youlh Thea're wits whom she ployed Arobelia-Hese v Flathorm
par'ler *his yeor. Myok hos a possion for octing and conce ond =

great job. He worled to bo ielesd the i ha
heord oboul the projeat. This is osly Rehard's
spcond play, hia fiat being Shokesoooss in Love
back in May, so mo s sbll leorning 1= ropas but
loving tha process,

Richard H

fichord has been wwolred with the theatrs for mory yeors
performing, direciing ond wiitng. Recently he's opoecied in 1934 .
{with Swan), The Secie® Gorden [BDC) ond S~alespeoe in Love '
(B2C), Ploys me's directed for BOC |aclude Kedert-anaport Much
Ado obout Hota g ord Mary Shelley's Froriemsiein [which ha alen
wighe), Other woro thal ha's weillen inchids the Shedock Ha'mes
and Mn Hudson Rad-o Flays for BOC, and The Song Thrush and
Tewsols on the Bothioom Floor for MOANA Theotre Compary, His /| |
short ploys BASF ond Tha Playwright have won coen compaetihons.
and BASF kan been paformed ocrous the couwdry. He is o member
of the Porforwble Plays oo lect v

Richard M

At wvovenity, Tim oppeorsd in on
adaplolion ol Yirginig Waoolls Odendo aed
weos directed by Edwaord Bond in his Soved.
Aher o brial 40-year break f-om the sloge.
T hos recently ployed parts in: Cer'oln
Ages VYotal, Albony Rood Mot em
Bro~tes, Endgarre and Wad in the W fows,
POCs Mary "ee'ws Srondem'er; and
Swon's Amy's View. The Comedy of Ero
ond Much Ada About Nothing.

oivways Bitiving %o wrpicvs hes shills.,

WWEL

Selzing the akkes i Mereaith's Tine® voge podecion olthough os
a mewber ol the PMaca’s youln thea'rte group Bave, tha hos
porlcpoted In tvd group Wiodes, playrg o snging manald n
on Lisder the Sea specioculor, ond kfel i a madern fake on
Stabespea-e's clostle  {hink p apground liendyaips, donee-ol ‘s
ond ialest show rivalry,

As the youngest coal member, Meved th s leamed o lot from
hor fo'ow 515 cost ord production mombers. Sha hopos this will
be 12a fust of mary on-soge pedformonces, os she's definitely
cought the aeting bug!

Sgegdith |5 ¥ yeos old ord atlesdh o kol orimary sckool. She
livet with hor poreqts, brother, ard their pet dog.

RI01 cap oodges



1915

Tha Short Brathers build Ho. | Shed ta
develop o'rskips for tha Admaa'ty

— 1919

Alrships si'e notono'ised ond
renameed tha Royal Arship Wl

1924

ko, | Shed extended o 012 feei and
the roof 1o sed by 35 fesl,

— 1926

Casdinglsn mooning rost

1928

ko, 2 Bhed erected ot Cardinglon
having bean ralacobed from RNAS
Pulham, Horfolk.

eonE U .

— 1929

T July = In"aring the gos bogs begas.
Campleted on 21 Seplenber,

1929

4 Ootobar - Firet (bght over Bediord
and Losdon. Duration: Shi £0min

1930

June - Huge ripn coused by ligal wind wher
F1 was wolked ouw 1o the most. Cover
rep-oced and relrfarced, ~oady for tha
Herdon Ax Shaw,

19 June - B0 enters the shed reoady lor s
etansion, Extended o 777 leat

10cteber - Final lilm' ' g delaped fom
Seplembed. Duralion: Bhe 5imi

I Dolober - Cerllficate ol Alnworihiness

maued.

4 Qetaber - '8.34 G BB cast off s mast,

Photo supolied by Colie Erg

5 Oclobor - Just al'er 02.07 am K01 went Inlo o sevkes of dives ond hil the geownd reor
A onnd southeas! of Beowols, |f Immediately cought fira.
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George © Alking
Parcy Bishop
Fichard Blote

Sir W o Sefion Branckar
James Buck
Chae s A Burton
Mavonder Bushiield
Samuel Church
Kegina'd B B Ca'mare
Johw F Curran
Ero=t ElioH
Christopher | Farguiscn
Hec'we E Ford
Perey & Foabar
Willizm & Gt
Mausoe A Giberl
Moo Grobowsh Altharstona
Erlg A Girosom
Alfred C Hoalings
Gagge W Hunl
Farhar C Irwin
Ernest | Johrston
Loencer T dos'ey
Thomas & A Koy

SURVIVERS

william 1 Kang
Moo T Lirfels
Crastopher H Mawon
Thamas W Megginesn
Yilled Mou'o
Aty W Hareat
Wilko= 4 L O'Naill
Leono-d F Oughton
Wil sam Palsira
Walter & Pobbes
Walter G Fadehifae
tartin G Soamphce
Arthur | Bichandsan
Yincer! C Ricamand
Fraderick M Ropa
Erneat G Rudd
Moart H Sovidge
GCiacege H Seot
Sedrery F Szoii
Geoige W Shar
Mo mca H Sheff
Cecd E Toylor
Tha Righ! Hon Lord Tharrson
Albert 1 Wakc e

A% Boll THBInks. AJCook AHLlesch A Disley. ¥ Savory




Ur-CM

January 2026
Sunday 18
Radio Play Read-through auditions
Sunday 25
Play In A Day R poricrmonce

Moro detalla TBC

17 - 21 February

BOC presants: An Bvening of Tom Sisppard Ay Evening of Tom Stoppard:
The Real Inspector Hound
0T Hound & If You'ra Glad I'll Be Frank

The Reallle

Two fantastic and bizarre
comedy farces from the mind
of Tom Stoppard.

7.30pm The Place Theatre
Tickets avallable from
Place Theatre, Bediord.

The Lovely Bones
by Alice Seabold
i | adapted by Bryony Walker

__.._-...._E-—E-i-ﬂ Read-through & Audition TBC
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Dovid Jorkdns for londing the naval unlferm

Bound EHecl:

Far.wav by Do<torKrow == hitpsdfireescund org/s/S68008/ --
License: Attribution 4.0

early morning willzge alem 110417 Tam.wav by Hankbeald -
hitps//freesound org/ef 170930 - License; Atiribution 4.0

Explosion by lwipioppenisse — hitps/ffreesound org/s/156031/ --
License: Attribution 4.0

rubbing ropes fore.wav by tim.kahn — hilpsy/freesoundorg/s/233703) —
License: Attribution NonCommercial 4.0

rubbing ropes alCway by tim.knhn == hitps/froesound orgfa/233704/ --
License: Attribution NonCommercinl 4.0

Two Barges Rubbing Against One-Another In Choppy Waters by ericrorcross81
hitpsy//freesound.org/s/555134f - License: Creative Commons O

Airship Drono,way by gsbl03g - htpsidfireosound orgla /440 026/ -
Licenso: Attribution 4.0

10835 big fire loop.wav by Roblnhood?a - hips /ireescund orgls/G1227TH -
Licen=e: Attributicn NonCommaorcial 4.0

FIREBurn_Forest fire Artificial 5. Full_EM_[26Glrs) wav by newlocknew -
httpsfffreesound.of g 645070 -- Licerse: Attribution NonCommarclal 4.0
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